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Three separate schools of thinkers have always
existed, and still exist in India, with reference to the
Income Tax. One of them regards that impost as a
resource which the Government may wisely fall back
upon as an exceptional measure in times of financial
pressure. It is the deus ex machina with which to
encounter deficit Another, while admiting its
abstract merits, considers it unsuited to the Indian
people, and a most dangerous experiment for an alien
Government to attempt. The third regards a light
Income Tax, continuously and gently enforced, as a
measure safe in itself, and capable of yielding an
increasing although a moderate relief to the finances.
Such thinkers hold the de^ls ex machina 1;heory to be
essentially unsound. They argue that, so long as the
Income Tax continues to be spasmodically levied,
the people will always look upon it as a measure
which can be defeated by bringing pressure to bear
on the Government1 They believe that in imposing a
temporary tax at an excessive rate, such as the 3-Jth
per cent in 1870-71, the Government simply kills the
goose that might lay the golden eggs. They point
out that on each occasion of the Income Tax being
imposed afresh, the whole series of inquisitorial
investigations which cause discontent, and which
give opportunities for extortion, are renewed. AH

1 The difference of the financial situation in England and in India
may be realized from the circumstance, that although the English In-
come Tax is in theory supposed to be of a temporary character, it is
nevertheless quietly submitted to year after year; while in India the
fact of its not being resolutely adopted as part of the permanent revenue,
acts as an encouragement to a universal opposition.